
PLANNING YOUR FESTIVAL
Festival opens at 12 midday, first performances from 1pm. 

Last show finishes at 10pm, last boat off the island 10:30pm.

PUBLIC FERRIES
The best way to get to Cockatoo Island is by public ferry. Public ferries depart regularly from Circular Quay, 
Darling Harbour Terminal, Greenwich Point, Woolwich and Balmain wharves. The last ferry to Cockatoo 
Island departs at 7:10pm on Saturday evening and the box office closes at 8pm. If you miss this ferry, the 
only way to the island is by Water Taxi. If you plan on staying on Cockatoo Island past 8pm, book a seat 
on the Underbelly Arts Express boat back to Circular Quay (available on the day from the Underbelly Arts 
info desk).

To Cockatoo Island:

DEPARTING AM AM AM AM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM

Circular 
Quay 10:10 10:52 11:10 11:52 12:10 12:52 1:10 1:52 2:10 3:10 4:10 5:10 6:10 7:10

Darling 
Harbour -- 11:05 -- 12:05 -- 1:05 -- 2:05 -- -- -- -- -- --

Balmain 10:22 -- 11:22 -- 12:22 -- 1:22 -- 2:22 3:22 4:22 5:22 6:22 7:22

Birchgrove 10:28 -- 11:28 -- 12:28 -- 1:28 -- 2:28 3:28 4:28 5:28 6:28 7:28

Greenwich 10:31 -- 11:31 -- 12:31 -- 1:31 -- 2:31 3:31 4:31 5:31 6:31 7:31

Woolwich 10:34 -- 11:34 -- 12:34 -- 1:34 -- 2:34 3:34 4:34 5:34 6:34 7:34

Cockatoo 
Island 10:39 11:13 11:39 12:13 12:39 1:13 1:39 2:13 2:39 3:39 4:39 5:39 6:39 7:39

Departing Cockatoo Island:

DEPARTING AM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM PM

Cockatoo 
IsIsland 11:44 12:44 1:44 2:44 2:45 3:44 3:45 4:44 5:05 5:44 6:05 6:44 7:05 7:44

Woolwich 11:49 12:49 1:49 2:49 -- 3:49 -- 4:49 -- 5:49 -- 6:49 -- 7:49

Greenwich 11:52 12:52 1:52 2:52 -- 3:52 -- 4:52 -- 5:52 -- 6:52 -- 7:52

Birchgrove 11:55 12:55 1:55 2:55 -- 3:55 -- 4:55 -- 5:55 -- 6:55 -- 7:55

Balmain 12:01 1:01 2:01 3:01 -- 4:01 -- 5:01 -- 6:01 -- 7:01 -- 8:01

Darling 
Harbour -- -- -- -- 2:53 -- 3:53 -- 5:13 -- 6:13 -- 7:13 --

Circular 
Quay 12:12 1:12 2:12 3:12 3:06 4:12 4:06 5:12 5:26 6:12 6:26 7:12 7:26 8:12

UNDERBELLY ARTS EXPRESS – Your boat off the island once the public ferries stop

If you are planning to stay on at the Festival after the last Sydney Ferry departs at 7.44pm, buy a ticket for 
the Underbelly Arts Express service leaving Cockatoo Island at 8.30pm, 9.30pm & 10.30pm. Tickets for this 
service are available at the Underbelly Arts info desk on Cockatoo Island on Festival Day. This is a one-way 
service to Circular Quay, taking people OFF the island only. 

If you miss the Underbelly Arts Express, the only options are to book a water taxi or camp overnight – so 
make sure you’ve planned your day.



WATER TAXIS
If you miss the last Underbelly Arts Express, you can book a water taxi:

Yellow Water Taxis		  1300 138 840 	 www.yellowwatertaxis.com.au 
111 Water Taxis		  045 111 TAXI		  www.111watertaxis.com.au 
H2O Water Taxis 		  1300 420 829	 www.h2owatertaxis.com.au 
Water Taxis Combined 	 02 9555 8888 	 www.watertaxis.com.au

CAMPING ON THE ISLAND
Camping is available for those who want to stay overnight on the island.  There are a few different options 
available:

•	 Bring your own tent, sleep up to 4 people 		 $40/night
•	 Camping package for 3 adults 			   $80/night
•	 Delux camping package 				    $148/night

To make a booking or find out more information visit: www.harbourtrust.gov.au/accommodation/camping

ISLAND SAFETY
For the comfort and safety of everyone on the island, please follow the Island Etiquette: 

•	 no alcohol to be brought onto the island 
•	 no portable BBQs or lighting of fires 
•	 no smoking in buildings 
•	 do not bring animals onto the island (except guide dogs) 
•	 do not enter construction areas 

And please note, there are a number of uneven surfaces and parts of the site are inaccessible by 
wheelchair.

CAFÉ AND BAR
There will be food and drink available on the island during all hours of the Festival. You can come and have 
a meal or snack, or enjoy a refreshing drink at the Festival Bar.

PLEASE NOTE: There is NO ATM on the island.


